STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY COUNCIL FOR RICHLAND COUNTY
ORDINANCE NO. -25HR

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE RICHLAND COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES,
CHAPTER 18, OFFENSES. TO ADD A NEW SUBSECTION, HATE INTIMIDATION, TO
ESTABLISHING THE OFFENSE AND TO PROVIDE A PENAELTHSS-PENALTY FOR
HATE-CRIMESEACH VIOLATION.

WHEREAS, the residents and visitors of the County of Richland represent a diverse group of
citizens based on races, colors, creeds, religions, ancestries, sexual orientations, genders, gender
identities, physical and mental disabilities, and national origins; and

WHEREAS, the County of Richland values the diversity of its community and it must protect its
residents and visitors from intimidation, threats, crimes, and hate towards a person because of their
actual or perceived ethnicity, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity,
social identity and/or physical or mental disabilities. ~This ordinance is to help deter crimes
motivated by bias or hate towards any person or persons; and-

WHEREAS, the County of Richland is responsible for with-protecting the health, safety, and
welfare of those in its community and te—for enacting ordinances not inconsistent with the
Constitution and general law of this Stateef-any nature-that-are—not-prohibited-bylaw,—or-the

2
et aWs;

and

WHEREAS, the State of South Carolina has yet to adopt a-statewide Hhate €crime Elegislation,
and is only one of two states in the United States that-to have yet te-adopt such protections for its
citizens and visitors; and

NOW, THEREFORE, County Council, pursuant to S.C. Code, Ann. Section 4-9-30(14), which

authorizes a county governing body to enact ordinances for the implementation and enforcement
of the powers granted under Home Rule, Title 4 of the South Carolina Code of Laws, adopts this
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SECTION I. The Richland County Code of Ordinances; Chapter 18, Offenses, is hereby amended
by adding:

Sec. 18- . Hate Intimidation.

(a) _ Definitions.

Whenever used in this section, unless a contrary intention is clearly evidenced, the
following terms shall be interpreted as herein defined.

Hate Material. Content which advocates or promotes genocide or hatred against a group
of people based on religion, race, ethnicity, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, national

origin, or disability.

Minor Child. A person under the age of eighteen years and residing with the person’s
parent(s) or legal guardian(s).

Ordinance Offense. An offense defined in Sec. 18 of the Richland County Code of
Ordinances.

State Crime. An offense or crime defined in Title 16 the South Carolina Code of Laws, as
amended

(b)  Offenses defined.

(1) A person who is charged with committing an Ordinance Offense or State Crime
within the unincorporated area of Richland County with the intent, in whole or in part, to
cause or cause the fear of harm, injury, or damage to the victim’s person or property
because of the victim’s actual or perceived race, ethnicity, national origin, color, religion
sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, social identity, or disability, whether or not the
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(2) A person who disseminates, within the unincorporated area of Richland County, hate [Fo.—maued: Font: (Default) Times New Roman, 12 pt J
material on any public, commercial, or residential property without the permission of the
property owner is guilty of the separate hate crime offense of hate intimidation.

(bc) Criminal enforcement. Penalties.

(1) A person who violates any provision of this section, and is charged by a law

enforcement officer with committing a State Crime or a Richland County code enforcement
officer with committing an ordinance offense, ¥ielation-efthisseetionshall also be charged

by that officer with a violation of this section and be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and,
upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500.00) or
imprisonment not exceedmg thirty ( 30) davs or both, and may be requlred by the court to
make restitution.-a

(2) The parent(s) or legal guardian(s) parent-of a minor child charged with violating any
provision of this section shall be liable for any damages that-acaused by the minor child
and is-shall be required to pay uadersubseetion{b){H-ef thisseetionany restitution ordered
pursuant to this section, if any actien or omission of the parent(s) or legal guardian(s)
contributed to the action(s) of the minor child.

(3) A court may impose community service or participation in an educational or counseling
program for the violation of this section.

. {Formatted: Indent: Left: 0" }
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ot exclusive.

The provisions of this ordinance are in addition to, and not in licu of, any other enforcement
provision or process permitted by law. Nothing in this ordinance supplants, alters, or limits a
statutory or common law right of a person to bring an action in court or the right of Richland
County to prosecute a person for the commission of hate intimidation or any other hate crime.

SECTION II. If any section, subsection, or clause of this ordinance shall be deemed to be
unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, the validity of the remaining sections, subsections, and
clauses shall not be affected thereby.

SECTION III. Conflicting Ordinances. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.

SECTION IV. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective from and after
2025.

RICHLAND COUNTY COUNCIL

BY:

Jesica Mackey, Chair

ATTEST THIS THE DAY

OF . 2025.

Anette Kirylo
Clerk of Council
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